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Netcong School District Offers Job Training for Special Needs Students 

 

It only takes one great idea to make a difference and that is what Gina Cinotti, Netcong School District 

Superintendent did. Dr. Cinotti, had an idea and took a chance by writing to local private schools and state 

organizations to see if there was any interest in offering Netcong School as a job training and placement site for 

special needs students and adults. Unbeknownst to Cinotti, there was an overwhelming amount of interest and 

the feedback she received was “why hasn’t someone else thought of this?” 

 

The initiative is a simple one: Why don’t public school districts offer job training and placements for those 

young adults after graduation? After special needs students reach the age of 21, the public school is no longer 

obligated to education them. But does that mean we leave our most susceptible population on their own, after 

we spend 21 years educating them academically, socially, and emotionally? Well, Dr. Cinotti thinks otherwise.  

 

Her idea was sparked by heavyhearted feelings after graduation was over each year. “I was always sad when 

our students graduated and we would never see them again, specifically our multiple disabled students, where I 

wondered what their transition placements were and what their future daily routines might consist of. For a 

typical graduate, they have a substantial amount of choices of entering the workforce or attending college. Yet, 

for our most challenged students, they have limited choices due to their disabilities. They grew up in our school 

culture and then when they turn 21 years old, we just let them out into the world and never share their future 

endeavors with them,” Cinotti said.  

 

Cinotti explains, “It seems obvious to me that my school district, as well as others, might be a good place for 

job training, career exploration, and/or a transition placement for special need teenagers and disabled adults in 

the surrounding counties. I wrote letters to the New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 

the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services (DVRS), the Department of Human Services, and the 

Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI), as well as sending letters to private schools and 

county educational offices in Essex, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren Counties. For Netcong School 

District, as well as many smaller school districts, manpower is always in high demand, and we can offer a range 

of work related tasks that make it a win-win for all stakeholders, specifically, creating life experiences with 

interpersonal skills, job training, social skills, life skills, etc. as to ensure our special needs adults can be 

contributing citizens in our society.” 

 

Cinotti received so much feedback from her colleagues and counterparts, and even received a personal phone 

call from Bill Freeman, New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, 

congratulating and commending her on the initiative.  

 

Sandra Gogerty, Morris and Somerset County Supervisor of Child Study, said “It is wonderful that Netcong is 

taking initiative in offering employment and training opportunities for students with disabilities.” 
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Bruce Litinger, Executive Director of ECLC of New Jersey stated “Dr. Cinotti is a visionary. This is an 

amazing offer and step forward for young adults with disabilities. She saw a need based on her own students 

and decided to do something about it for them and for others. I am so impressed with Dr. Cinotti’s forward 

thinking, compassion and devotion to this very special population. I hope other school leaders across the state 

follow her lead.”  

 

Cinotti says the initiative and idea originated in her early professional years as a Mathematics Teacher, 

Guidance Counselor, Director of Guidance, and Principal. While in those capacities, she was tremendously 

involved with multiple disabled student programs and special education students. It was her goal to continually 

teach tolerance for all people and do her part to integrate and unite all student population and programs.  
 
 

 
 
Dr. Gina Cinotti, Netcong School District Superintendent is a visionary in her initiative to provide job training and 
transition services to special needs students and adults. Her passion about serving the community at large in order to 
give back and build strong connections between schools and communities is exemplary.  
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